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father was of royal lineage, a king of wealth and
power. It was a pious task to make his abnegation
and his condescension greater by the comparison be-
tween the splendour of the position he was to aban-
don, and the poverty in which he afterwards lived.
And in countries distant from Kapila-vastu the
inconsistencies between such glowing accounts, and
the very names they contain, passed unnoticed by
credulous hearers."*

Such legends are indeed of the greatest possible
historical value from the comparative point of view.
Similar legends are related of all the founders of
great religions, and even of the more famous kings
and conquerors in the ancient world. In a certain
stage of intellectual progress it is a necessity of the
human mind that such legends should grow up.
They are due, in every case, to similar causes, and
most instructive is it to watch those causes at work.
I have dealt with this most interesting subject at
considerable length both in my manual Buddhism
and in my Hibbert Lectures. I have there pointed
out the sources of the Buddhist Legend, and have
shown how the two ideas of the King of the Golden
Age and of the Prophet-Sage have influenced Bud-
dhists in precisely the same way as the two ideas of
the Messiah and the Logos have influenced Chris-

* Rh. D., Buddhism, 1894, pp., 182,183.